
GLOBAL AND REGIONAL MEGATRENDS 

 

To provide a “frame” for the Summit discussions this year, experts will present a 

global and regional look at demographic, economic, climatic and social trends 

affecting markets worldwide. What changes in consumer trends due to the 

ongoing pandemic will be provided, as well as the trending usage of Space for 

data and other tech applications will be explored. 

 

Moderator:  Lyn Lewis-Smith, CEO, BESydney (Australia) 

Speakers: Sonia Wedrychowicz, Partner, McKinsey Middle East (Poland) 

Sonia Ermin, AMET (Africa, Middle East and Turkey) Customer 

Succes Leader, Nielsen IQ (Turkey/UAE) 

Ali Faramawy, Board Director, Central Bank of Egypt and former 

President, Microsoft Middle East and Africa (Egypt) 

Mani Thiru. Head of Space & Satellite Solutions, Asia Pacific 

Amazon Web Services (Australia) 

 

Sonia Wedrychowicz: +15ºC every year 

“Climate change” 

Supply constraints / Climate destructions 

Labor market disruptions 

Air pollution  Δ Deaths & Water scarcity 

 GDP per capita: >65 years x 2 in 20 years. 

- GRLS +12 years & 83% female literary 

- 80 years life expectancy in developing countries. 

- US 50% women earn = men at home and 16% households, breadwinners.  

Ali Faramawy: “TECH & TRONOS: A LEADERSHIP PERSPECTIVE” 

- Sailing into the unknown Decisions about people  

Getting better (human brains) 

- “Every company needs an IA strategy now, but responsible”.  

 

Mani Thiru 

 

 

Groomy & sad 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2023 CWDI REPORT ON WOMEN BOARD DIRECTORS OF MENAT  

(Middle East, North Africa, Turkey) 

 

 

Speakers:  Irene Natividad, Summit President 

Rana Ghandour Salhab, Partner and ME Executive Member; 

Former Board Director, Deloitte Middle East (UAE/Lebanon) 

 

- Rana 

 Learnings from the west 

 Region  5 +  

5 = 

    5 - 

1. Companies on the list (% advantage): gender equality policies! 

2. Public disclosures (gender advanced program) 

3. MENAT: Listed in SE or family owned. 

             GOT THE SEAT = USE THE SEAT! 

4. Board vs. Leaders in the Company 

 

CONCLUSION: 1. Government + political support 

   2. Regulator 

   3. Lobby at the top! 

LAW & MANDATORY & REGULAR … 34 Reports in 26 years 

Multiplier 

Effect 
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WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS FORUM: AN INTERGENERATIONAL DIALOGUE 

 

This forum features women achievers who have created highly successful 

enterprises spanning technology, retail, food and commerce. They began their 

ventures at different stages of their lives so this forum provides a look at 

entrepreneurship from different generations. What were the challenges at the 

beginning of their ventures as opposed to now? To what do they credit the 

success and sustainability of their businesses? How did  they manage to keep 

their enterprises on track during this pandemic, and what did they learn from it? 

Moderator:  Kitty Chaney – Reed, Chief Leadership, Culture&Inclusion Officer, 

IBM (USA) 

Panelists: Watanya Amatanon, Founder, Tao Bin and Chief Product Officer, 

Forth Vending Co. (Thailand) 

Hronn Margret Magnusdottir, Founder and CEO, Feel Iceland 

(Iceland) 

Joanna Pruszynska-Witkowska, Co-Founder and Vice President, 

Future Collars (Poland) 

  Sima Ganwani Ved, Founder and Chair, Apparel Group (UAE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



THE FUTURE OF MONEY: FROM FINTECH TO CRYPTO/NFTs 

 

It´s no surprise that accelerated digitalization during and post-COVID would 

impact our currencies. The virtual world has created its own financial 

instruments and platform, which have been adopted globally, upending the 

traditional financial global market. The marriage of finance and technology 

(FinTech) has changed how and who can receive financial services, enabling 

the banking of the “unbankable” normally unreachable by traditional banks. 

Digital currencies and assets – crypto coins and NFTs - - have gone through 

boom and bust but remain hugely popular in many parts of the worlds, 

especially the young who believe in a cashless society. Meanwhile, global 

banks are now creating products to address major global issues such as climate 

change with the issuance of “green” bonds, for example, which were once at 

the fringes of their services. The world of money is changing, in other words, and 

technology is driving its transformation. 

 

Moderator:  Dr. Cindy Pace, Vice President & Global Chief Diversity & Inclusion 

Officer, MetLife (USA) 

Panelists: Raja al Mazrouei, CEO, Eithad Credit Insurance (UAE) 

Martha Sazon, President and CEO, Mynt/Gcash (Philippines) 

Patama Chantaruk, Country Managing Director, Accenture 

Thailand (Thailand) 

 Imeme Rejeb - Mzah, Head of Climate Analytics and Alignment 

Data Analytics (France) 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



EVS, AI, ROBOTICS AND YOUR ENTERPRISE 

 

Technology advances have sped up recently providing new tools which are 

transforming how we live, the products and services we create while also 

opening up a new world with consequences we haven´t even envisioned. 

Electric vehicles will impact transport needs wether for our homes, our 

businesses and the vendors in our supply chain. AI applications are already 

here but there´s a race among major tech companies to develop ever better 

generative versions that will bring about a major transformation in technology 

and information transfer as big as when the internet first came around. Robots 

are also already in much use, especially during COVID when a lack of workers 

produced mechanical helpers who can clean floors as well as track inventories, 

To remain competitive, our enterprises must figure out how to use theses tech 

tools to foster growth.  

 

Moderator: Carolina Granat, Chief Human Resources Officer, ABB 

(Switzerland) 

Speakers: Angeline Tham, Founder & CEO (Philippines) 

 Susana Rodriguez Puerta, Chief Operating Ofiicer for Application, 

East/Central Europe, Middle East & Africa, Oracle (Spain) 

  Ping Xiao, Head of Robotic Service, ABB China (China) 

Susana  Rodriguez Puerta, (Spain).  

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 

5 Questions 

1. What is AI ?  

 

 

 

 

 Technical vs. Social definition 

 99% of business processes 

CRM  GPT! 

Industrial  Operations efficiency 

Ping Xiao, ABB China  

 Reduce reliance on life 

 Improve accuracy 

 Better traceability } Hospital in China 

0 error in delivering medicines! { 

 Algorithm  

 Learning 

 Human replacement 

 Creativity 

 



 

 Improve end to end apply chain resilience.  

 Better flexibility 

 Improve efficiency and quality 
 

 

Prepare “packs” with a ribbon & prepare coffee “barman” 

Angeline Tham, Founder & CEO, Angkas (Philippines) 

 

Shut down 

 

 

Motorcycle taxi fleet 30,000     

 

1 million jobs in 3 years 

CONCLUSION 

Non technology background 
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NEW CLIMATE IN “GROWING” WOMEN – OWNED ENTERPRISES 

 

Women-owned enterprises suffered disproportionately during the pandemic, 

largely because so many depended on foot-traffic. Those WBEs which 

transitioned to ecommerce survived, but those that couldn´t had to close their 

doors. Post – pandemic, tha marketplace has changed, so where do 

opportunities lie for women entrepreneurs keep in mind as they assess their own 

businesses? This sessions benefits from the expertise of seasoned funders and 

business developers who think outside the box and are committed to support 

women´s entrepreneurship over the years. 

Moderator:  Tess Mateo, Manager Director, CXCatalysts (USA) 

Presenters: Iman ben Chaibah, Head of Community Management, Sharjah 

Entrepreneurship Center (UAE) 

Mariana Bozesan, Founder & General Manager, AQAL Capital 

(Germany) 

Dr. Hoda Yassa, Founder, TCL Group & President, Arab Women 

Investors Union (Egypt) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 


